2006 DIVISION | PLAYOFF...



HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS: WHITMER 21, ROSS 17

Little Giants lose rematch to Whitmer

THE LITTLE GIANTS’ Devin Johnson runs during Saturday’s playoff game against Whitmer

68-yard pitch return seals game for Panthers

Whitmer in a Division I Re-
jon I1 Satur-
y in Fremont,

a 17-14 lead with
eyl e
w¥id beat the Panthers for
the second time this year by

withholding a Whitmer rally.
After holding the g&'

By VINCE GUERRIERI
Sports Editor

It's going to be a long
The Little Giants’
football season end
denly and prematurely with
a loss, 21-17,
in a rematch with Toledo

thers to a three-and-out and
lg}ftting the ball back on

eir own 49-yard line, the
Little Giants (10-1) had
moved 14 yards and ap-
peared to be set to score.
But on third and 8, quarter-
l;binck Ryl:nn Ottney was

tching on an option
play when David Donovan

Photos by Charlie Longton/News-Messenger

made the play of his life.
W;\lutmzrh haa?!i been blitz-
ing ight, Donovan
broke through the line,
caught the pitch on the fly
and ran 68 yards for the
SCO}

“We just let some oppor-
tunities slip,” said Ross
coach Derek Kidwell. “Now
it’s tough to say good-bye to
these senio

IS,
“We're going to let this
hurt. We're going to say

Little Giants
defense
performs
admirably

By MATTHEW HORN

o Sports Writer

Fremont Ross seemed angry.
Toledo Whitmer had

opened a Division I postsea-
son contest at the Little Gi-
ants home stadium by scor-
ing first as quarterback
Donnie Dottei ran in from

| the 1-yard line.

So the Ross defense decid-
ed to do something about it.
The Little Giants held the

| Panthers to zero or negative

yardage on first down of
their next four possessions
— during which time Whit-
mer had only one first down
— on the way to a 17-7 half-
time lead.

Steven Snyder stopped
Dottei for a loss of 3, setting
up a punt that appeared to
lead to a Ross drive that
would have sealed the first
Ross playoff win in 23 years,
but David  Donovan
snatched an option pitch
and raced 55 yards for the
game-winning score.

Snyder keyed the first-
half defensive surge with a
sack and tackle on Jeremy
Jones for a loss of 15 com-
bined yards.

“He did what he does all
the time,” Ross coach Derek
Kidwell said of Snyder. “He
plays hard and causes hav-
oc. He played an outstand-

ing game.”

See LITTLE GIANTS, B2

See DEFENSE, B2



Little Giants upset

Continued From B1

good-bye to a good group of seniors.”
It was a end to a magical
season that saw the Giants:
W go 10:0 for the first time since 1997
W return to the top 10 in the Associat-

Continued From B1

Dottei was thrown for a 2-yard loss on
thenruphgt’ﬂhhwlncnu-yudtunh-
down toss Ryan Ottney to Paul
out

the drive
o g o s 14
Giants scored on consecutive posses-

showed to move, hit and
wr:my,‘ Whlwmch Joe Palka
uIJ. » completely shut the run
down sometimes, They mcde_ua play

Vince Guerrieri can be reached at
vguerrie@fremont.gannett.com.
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STEVEN SNYDER celebrates after taking down Whitmer quarterback Donnie Dottei dur-
ing Saturday’s playoff game.

Defense plays well for Ross

Kidwell said that had been the Little
Giants’ strength all season.
“Shut down the run,” he said. “Defen-
sively we played
slip away (offensively)
made the plays.”
cleaned up the pursuit of

Snyder
Jones for a 9-yard loss on first down the
Panthers’ next

Matthew Horn can be reached at
mhorn@fremont.gannett.com.



High School

Whitmer 21, Ross 17
Whitmer 7 0 0 14 — 21
Ross 07 0 0 — 17
Scoring summary
First quarter
W — Donnie Dottei 1 run (kick good)

3:50.
R Pculmﬂmhqur:m from Ryan
i : pass
Ottney (kick good) 11:56.
R— 2 run (kick 7:24.
A — Kirt Munson 21 goal :43,
Fourth quarter
W~ Dottel 7 run (kick good) 9:14,
W — David Donovan 55 fumble return

(kick good) 4:18.
Team Statistics

W R
FIrBt OWNS...ocoovivrovssossison 8 13
Rushes-yards.............. 33-:: 31-} g
com-m“ Jnt. 3-1_73; 12-383
Ao 1 e 21

Individual Statistics

19-109, Ottney 12-2. Whitmer — De-
wayne Frazier 16-37, Dottel 19-36, Jere-
my Jones 3-(-14).

PASSING: Ross — Ottney 12-30-0 —
126. Whitmer — Dottei 8-17-1 — 95,
Honhoys-u,:Co Clayton 4-33 :1'“

_ ry , Mun-
son 1-6. Whitmer — Beau Norton 3-50,
Jones 3-18, Donald Malloy 1-15, Eric Eck-
man 1-12,
Record: Ross 10-1, Whitmer 8-3.




